LIFE AMONG THE OUTLAWS

Wala was shortly afterwards, in A.D. 1824, killed in a
fight at Visawadar with another Kathi chief named
Harsur Wala, with whom he had long been at enmity,
when he became a popular hero with the Kathi bards.

Captain Grant's captivity among the " Baharwatias "
brought to light the conditions under which they lived.
They held life very cheaply, and while with the inhabitants
of friendly villages they behaved with propriety, with
those of villages not well disposed towards them they
carried on an intermittent warfare. One of their customs
was to ride up unexpectedly to the gates of such villages
and to cut off with a stroke of the sword the heads of
children at play, riding away before they could be over-
taken. Their chief boast was concerning the number of
men they had killed, and their practice was to cut off the
heads of their victims so as to make quite certain that
life was extinct. For food they ate such grains as they
could procure, and milk when they could get it. At
night each man slept with the halter of his horse tied to
his arm, and on the approach of danger a tug from the
horse awoke his master, who was instantly ready for flight
or fighting. When they had captured a rich traveller, their
method of extracting ransom-money was to tie him by his legs
to a beam across a well, with his head touching the water,
and then to saw at the securing rope until the demand
was agreed to. The victim was taken up, and one of
their number was sent to an agent on whom a bill for
the ransom-money was made out. Until this money had
been obtained the unfortunate prisoner was not allowed
to depart.

In A.D. 1822 Sundarji Shavji died, and the Nawab
expelled his son from Junagadh on account of his dis-
satisfaction at the promised recovery of Dhoraji, Upleta,
and Wadasinor not having been effected.

The peaceful condition of affairs now generally preva-
lent left the undisciplined soldiery of the States with little
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